
I

The global economic crisis has everyone focused on the Great Depression. 

-

ployment risen so dramatically.1 Such analogies are at best imprecise and 

a range of voices do dispute them.2

past.

situation does not. Radical Islam is not fascism and neither Russian- nor 

Chinese-style authoritarianism bears any similarity to the communist 

threat. Robert Kagan may pause to celebrate the Return of History and 

the End of Dreams
3

-
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adapt to the changing structure of relations abroad. The old certainties of 

the West.

of the classical realist 

4

collapses into disorder.5

II

The usual presumption is that if one country gets another to do something 

-

it has over public opinion or the popular imagination. This is the spectrum 
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-

-

more. Consider the problem of interdependence. When Richard Cooper 

set out his analysis of The Economics of Interdependence

-

6

alone and more durable than trying to compel others. This is the central 

On Violence
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7

-

Power and Interdependence. What they add to the discussion is a distinction 

8 Both sensitivity and 

-

The Stalled Society

9

-

-

Power: A Radical View.10

underscores the potential for a revolution in the structure of relationships 
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III

population.11

become important. Consider again the logic of interdependence. George 

-

This problem of interdependence has become pressing in other areas as 

-

contain nuclear proliferation or stop the Taliban.
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present themselves. The pirates in the Indian Ocean are a good example. 

Their business model is built on the recognition that it is easier to pay 

Richard Phillips.

advantage of the resulting uncertainty. The North Korean case is the most 

-

rules of the game.

-

12

D
o
w
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
 
B
y
:
 
[
J
o
h
n
 
H
o
p
k
i
n
s
 
U
n
i
v
e
r
s
i
t
y
]
 
A
t
:
 
1
3
:
3
5
 
1
5
 
J
u
n
e
 
2
0
0
9



Closing Argument

of The Politics of Disorder

famous End of Liberalism

13

-

of information and images coming out of Guantanamo Bay only made 

abolition of torture as an international norm. The release of memoranda 

-
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and in other policy domains.14

crisis is a good example. The Obama administration must not only set the 

-

-

-

Notes

1 Such reporting gained particular 

World Economic Outlook.

Post

2 Prospect

3 The Return of History 

and the End of Dreams

4 The Twenty Years Crisis, 
nd

nd

5

order to overcome the paradox that 

it is clear that his is a resource-based 

Soft Power: The Means 

to Success in World Politics

CSIS

Commission on Smart Power: A Smarter, 

More Secure America
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6 The Economics 

of Interdependence: Economic Policy in 

the Atlantic Community

7 On Violence

8

Power and Interdependence
rd

9 The Stalled Society

10 Power: A Radical View

11 Return of History

The Post-American World

Dominic Wilson and Roopa 

BRICs and Beyond

12 The

Zero-Sum Society: Distribution and the 

13 The Politics of 

Disorder

14

a World of Liberty under Law: U.S. 
st Century
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